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A Message from Andrea

  
MORE at Schechter - a Glimpse into the Moments in Between

I am day school graduate, and it was common knowledge that
graduates from the Epstein Hillel School in Massachusetts
excelled. They were in the top of every graduating class in high
school; they led the model UN and Harvard model Congress; they
traveled to Israel in the summers; they grew into adults who
succeeded in business, medicine, education, Hollywood, non-
profits and as parents, and they continue to give back to their
communities. When I became a Jewish professional in day schools,
I was shocked to encounter a belief that a Jewish day school
education is viewed as deficient rather than abundant; as well as
the constant barrage of questions wondering how it is possible for
our students to learn and grow comparably to students in a non-
Jewish school, where they spend their entire day on secular
studies. I have now had the opportunity to work in five different
Jewish day schools and I know Heads of Schools from across the
country; we all encounter the same thing, and we are astounded.
 Our students here at Schechter and in day schools across the
country transition beautifully into high schools, private and public.
They lead sports teams, represent students on the school board,
excel academically, advocate fiercely forthemselves and their
communities, think deeply, make connections across content
areas, are driven to give back through action and philanthropy, and
take on leadership positions throughout the Jewish and American
world. I wonder where this disconnect comes from - the data does
not seem to change the perception.



March 9
EC RELISH

Fiesta Musical Latina

8th grade vs. faculty
basketball game

Last 2:30 dismissal

March 12
Parent Conferences

No classes

8th grade Israel
Experience Departs!

March 14 
Evening Parent

Conferences

March 16
First 3:30 dismissal

March 19
Parents night out

March 21
7th Grade to NYC

March 29
Passover Vacation

Begins

March 30
First Seder
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Quick Links

 Solomon Schechter
Website
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Join Our List

Would you like a
grandparent, relative, or
friend to receive the
Schechter newsletter?

Yesterday was Purim,
and our halls were filled
with crazy costumes
and revelry. There have
been preparations for
this day for many days.
Let me share a
particular story how in
this preparation for a
Jewish holiday our students get MORE. In past years, after the
Purim parade, the faculty has put on a Purim Spiel. This year, as the
faculty was just beginning to think about the Spiel, a 6th grader
approached Nancy - she wanted to create a student Purim play.
We gave her a resounding "yes!" and this student organized her
class, and those who wanted to participate from the class above
and the class below. She then proceeded to write the script with
input from a classmate, assign parts, plan for the staging, work on
costumes and direct the show during recess time. Every step of
the way, she was in communication with faculty, creating the
schedule and assuring there was an adult present. She worked with
a core group in her class to work out every detail and they took
input from the cast and crew, who their parts seriously and gave of
their time to rehearse.

At Schechter we encourage our students to seize opportunities,
especially those that impact the school community positively; in so
doing we support skill and competency development in profound
ways. In this case, students took the initiative to serve the
community; they navigated the appropriate channels; they
practiced their writing skills, and developed a script; they
organized schedules, casting and rehearsals; they managed
working collaboratively with their peers without the guidance of
adults; they practiced oration and performance; they internalized
their learning about the Megilla and added modern nuance and
humor; they performed with poise, and they gave to the entire
Schechter community this morning. Being here, in a Jewish school,
gave these students a Jewish framework from which to build, think,
create, collaborate and lead...and that is MORE.

Shabbat Shalom,
Andrea
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Making Hamentashen with Gesher, Rimonim and
Parparim!

Last week, Gesher, Parparim and Rimonim students joined

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ondp09ne4B7sopqidfP8UTnXeNQ4v2V88_-ecCV9wb4Vhjfa96fuXZdmzlNJ1t_C3Qxq4WQVS1vreK1QjJvnEyMO-SEEPxyl2tvtnP6RjTlaz9Xg5z_YTrkyyVEOhSypRddjZEZjq3srb2HeeTRVmvZ2ZO89Q_0Hl-jPDavue6_JNx0wqxRmvQ==&c=&ch=


Email ASobel@ssds-
hartford.org and include
the name, email address,
and relationship to
Schechter and we will add
them to our list!

Pre-Purim
RELISH

(with some funny
and festive hats)

2.23.18

 

 

 

 

 

together to bake Oznei Haman, hamantaschen in preparation for
the joyous holiday of Purim. 
 

Excitement filled the cafeteria as the students rolled out the
dough, filling the pastry with poppy seeds, strawberries and
raspberries.

In addition to the hamantaschen, the students and teachers were
well aware of the sweetness of community as the older Gesher
students fulfilled the mitzvah of Ezrah Lazulat, helping the younger
students roll out and fill their treats. What a thrill to observe our
core values of Lev Tov, Good Heart, and K'lal Yisrael, 

mailto:llakenbach@ssds-hartford.org
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1100358239716
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MORE
Hamentashen

making with Gesher,
Rimonim and

Parparim!

Community, in
action!

At the end of the day, the students took their oznai haman home
to share with their families and friends, a delicious sampling for
Mishloach Manot.
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EC4 Makes Hamentashen for Purim!!
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Save the Date for Ner Tamid!

   

Save the Date for Ner Tamid!
 

Evening of Sunday, April 29, 2018
at Beth El Temple

 
Ner Tamid will feature recording artist 
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MATISYAHU !!

 

Matisyahu sings our favorite Friday morning
RELISH song,  "One Day."  

 
We will be honoring Jessica and Eric Zachs  

along with their children  
at our annual fundraiser benefiting  

Schechter's scholarship fund. 
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Schechter's Baby and Me Music class with Chrissy
Whalen is a Big Hit!

Excitement spreads across a child's face when they hear a fun
song, clap along with a game, or hold the stick for a frog guiro
(scraper instrument). 
 
Miss Chrissy Whalen, Schechter's EC and Lower School music
teacher, has introduced a Baby and Me Music Time class, a place
where that special excitement is abundant!
 
The room is filled with young ones ranging in age from 6 months to 2
years, who are learning rhymes, songs, and fun games to play with
their moms, dads, or caretakers. 
 
The rhymes, songs, and games all help to stimulate musical
development in each child. Miss Whalen teaches the adults that
tickling, wiggling, bouncing, and clapping all help to encourage



steady beats, musical
expression, and singing
skills as the children grow.
The music and physical
interaction foster strong
bonds between babies
and caretakers. 
 
 

The special bonds that are
nourished through the
unique power of music
make the Baby and Me
Music Time class fun for
everyone!
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   
Do you have (or know of) a
young one who would love
to explore music? Please
be in touch with Karen
Shakun by clicking here to
get on our waiting list. We
hope to offer additional
classes in the future! 
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mailto:kshakun@ssds-hartford.org


8th Grade gets WILD at Idlewilde Printing 

The 8th grade made a day trip to Idlewilde Printing in Parkville this
week to learn about screen printing.  This local print shop opened
its doors to
Schechter's 8th
grade students to
see and
participate in the
process of printing
their sweatshirts
for their upcoming
trip to Israel.
 
 
Students learned
the steps involved in the whole process of creating a screen print.

       
 
First, owner Connor 
explained how they convert
the art design onto a
transparencies. The next
step is preparing the screen
with chemicals to then 'burn
the screen'. '
 
 
 
 

 



 
"Burning the screen" is a
photo/light sensitive
process that allows part
of the screen to harden,
while other parts will
allow the ink to get
through the screen for
printing.  
 
 

 
 
After the chemicals harden
the screen, they must be
washed out to expose the
print. The screen is now
ready to print with ink!
 
 

 
The 8th graders took
turns with owner
Rachel at the 4
screen
printing process for
their design of their
Israel shirts and
sweatshirts.  Rachel
guided them in the
layering and curing of
each screen to create
their print.
 

As Marley put it, "this is
awesome!" Brady
excitedly said, " we
should all wear our shirts
when we get back to
school today."   
The 8th graders are
excited to show off their
hard work and
knowledge during their
upcoming trip to Israel! 
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Community Turns out in Droves (and in Costumes) for
Schechter's Hamentashen and RELISH Party!!

 
Inspired by the great turnout
from our Latkes and RELISH
party at Chanukah time, we
pulled out all the stops to
celebrate Hamentashen and
RELISH for Purim. The event
drew over 150 people,
including prospective families,
alumni, and current families
and staff. Jason Kay, our

RELISH leader and parent of three Schechter students, helped all
of the students sing a combination of Purim-themed songs as well
as our usual Friday morning favorites with camp-like enthusiasm
and energy. Volunteers had come to the school kitchen during the
week to bake over 270 hamentashen for all the guests, and the
guests truly appreciated having the homemade goodies.  

To celebrate Israel's 70th birthday, mark your calendars for a
special Israeli RELISH on April 20, co-sponsored with PJ Library. This
event will take place from 8:30-9:15.

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Back to top 
 

Thank you to everyone who helped pack the Purim
Baskets!!!

Approximately 40 volunteers
turned out to help Mishloach
Manot Coordinator Leah
Berson pack the baskets on
Sunday morning. It was a
great opportunity for new
parents to get to know
"Schechter veterans," and
for children of all ages to
pitch in to help the cause
that raises so much money
to support special programs
for the school. 

 
    
 
 
 

"Volunteering is such a great way to get to know other parents and
to feel like part of the community," said Karen Tuvin. "It was fun
for our whole family to help out." Karen Shakun added, "Everyone
had a blast doing the assembly line, dismantling boxes, tying
ribbons, and seeing the rows and rows of finished baskets line the
auditorium." 



From Coordinator Leah
Berson:  
We had a great  CAST of
volunteers this year to help
make our Mishloach Manot
fundraiser a huge success!. We
hope everyone enjoyed their
"Broadway" themed baskets.

Thank you to
all the
families who
participated
in this
fundraiser.
Although the
final
numbers are
not yet in,
we raised
over
$11,000.  
Reciprocal
bills will be

emailed soon. Please go
online and pay your balance in
a timely manner.
There are so many people to
thank for their help on this
project. Please see the list of
our many great volunteers
below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   
 



 



  
 
 
 

  
THE DIRECTOR- Leah Berson

THE PRODUCERS- Danielle Weiss, Gayle Temkin, Karen Shakun and
Audrey Sobel

THE STAGE CREW (Basket Packers)- Danielle, Sammy and Andrew
Weiss, Elizabeth, Lillian & Jethro Ehrlich, Karen, Alan, Rami, Tali &
Shira Tuvin, Audrey Sobel, Karen Shakun, Julie Noll, Shera & Alex
Golder, Noah Grosberg, Larry, Harris & Spencer Berson, Loren
Gelber, Meredith Kowalsky, Tali & Nava Kest, Jason & Avi Kay,
Samantha Mendolia, Miriam Bleich, Mitra Kabakoff, Robin & Harry
Gold, Mo, Talia & Orla Leshem, Gayle, Steve, Alyssa & Lily Temkin.  It
truly was a family affair!

THE TECH CREW (Basket Delivery)- Courtney Covici, Alisa Band,
Sherri Pliskin, Danielle Weiss, Julie Noll, Beth Kranc, Gavi Lehrer,
Marissa Spector, Cindy Gerber, Nancy Gershman, Ivy Patt, Mo
Leshem,  Sheryl Levin, Jason Kay, Veronica Deere, Tanya Curran,
Alex Medvedovski, Melissa Geller, Rob Dulitsky, Audrey Sobel,



Karen Tuvin, Michelle Patchen, Robin Landau, Chuck Gold, Ariel
Gelber
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Schechter in the NEWS!

Schechter's Makerspace was featured in an article in the West
Hartford Life weekly publication! Here is what the featured article
looks like.... Since an online version isn't available for us to link here,
please be sure to look for it in your paper!
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PA Updates on Events 
 

Passover Break Program with CT Science Center on Thursday,
March 29:  (ages 6-12)
We did not get the minimum of 20 students, but there is good



news!
We are changing the program and going to the CT Science Center.
And more good news, the cost decreased to $26 per student!!  
The program will run from 9:30 till 2:30.  You can still drop off your
children (if you can help chaperon, we need one other parent).
The students will have two lab sessions "Washing Away" and "Crash
Lab."  In "Washing Away", students will learn how water travels on
earth and make their own model stream.  In "Crash Lab", students
will explore forces and motion by crashing cars.
After the two lab sessions, we will have a brown bag lunch and then
get to enjoy the Science Center!
Please let Alan Tuvin know at atuvin@comcast.net if your child is
interested and/or with any questions.

Also today is the last day to sign up for 
Solomon Schechter Science Camp at Children's Museum for ages 6
- 12
Science Day - Spend the day learning about science at the CT
Children's Museum.  
Drop-off between 8:45 and 9:00 am, pick-up between 3:45 and
4:00 pm.  Cost $70 per child
Please pack a lunch, water bottle, and snacks.  
Need a minimum of 10 people.  
Please let Alan Tuvin know at atuvin@comcast.net if you are
interested 

Muse Paintbar, Monday March 19
Please join us for a Parents Night Out @ Muse Paintbar, Monday
March 19. 
The Bar opens at 6:30 - Painting Starts at 7:00 PM  Cost is $40/pp
Come out and paint with other Schechter parents.  Just like the
talent show, no actual "talent" required.  They show us and help us
how do do everything.
We have the backroom reserved for us, but seating is limited to
the first 22 people.  
Use the following private link to register:
 https://www.musepaintbar.com/events/55235
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Follow Schechter on Twitter & Facebook!!!
 To keep up with all the happenings at SSDS, 

Follow us on Twitter HERE and on Facebook HERE
 

Back to top

Do You Shop at Big Y??

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ondp09ne4B7sopqidfP8UTnXeNQ4v2V88_-ecCV9wb4Vhjfa96fuXbl1MViGUKKXxDSomNa93JfjGasfrmF6E4m9ZdQQm54ucG6RpL4SS_EP4ZxcFT7xj_N8ZGN_pwuuppxPhbRbBdI8U1nRyOpQ7jdIWdqcNMiFoH8CepMXuCTOuCYbVp1eGV9kMzOCG5a4UMgVQ3EfEtc=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ondp09ne4B7sopqidfP8UTnXeNQ4v2V88_-ecCV9wb4Vhjfa96fuXTX1Afd0RClhz8j1uHX4FwN0zt_oEDCRcFl_sJsRJUYYKS_YtCfV1SupirDsA93UOQM30DYFbxNiahBlDaRLZVamdeZ_zDGyQAZNz3Mf9TVhmXxXWQZztPQomwnB2t2Uq6bqI7VR0_93GsatEeFJKynVdgRcD8tbU0CnMjRnIDIC2DL0XUWOm7pR37Fq2dNRObs5f7HHv-obee7fjbomeJg=&c=&ch=


Big Y Education Express is a Family Program to help
local schools get FREE, much needed supplies &

equipment! 
Everyone can participate! Do you have children,

grandchildren, nieces, nephews or even neighbors? 
You can support Solomon Schechter by signing up for

Education Express. Click HERE to see more information
about how to sign up and the benefits you can earn for

Schechter.
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SAVE THE DATE!
 

Parents Night Out @ Muse Paintbar,
 Monday March 19 

Bar opens at 6:30 - Painting Starts at 7:00 PM  Cost is
$40/pp

Come out and paint with other Schechter parents.  
We have the backroom reserved for us, but seating is

limited to the first 22 people.  
So please register as soon as possible. 

Use the following private link to register HERE

 
Back to top

 

Schechter Spirit Wear!  
  

 
Its back by popular demand!!  The Spring Schechter

SpiritGear Sale is on NOW through March 9!!
Check our our new offerings!  Order replacement shirts

or larger sizes for kids who have grown.  Think about
ordering ahead for next year.

As before 10% of all sales goes directly back to 
Schechter to help support our school.

As before, Youth and Adult Sizes can be purchased
using the following link:  

www.spiritgeardirect.com/shop
Toddler sizes can be ordered via the attached order

form and turned into the office

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ondp09ne4B7sopqidfP8UTnXeNQ4v2V88_-ecCV9wb4Vhjfa96fuXVKj6ZhjuDZfGDFuwj0oMryg1a6gM4AvXUxgCgDTnahuhk9BA69UWX9U-CULEE9B4IQ6q7WXil1m0valOpPjzQMYUoqRjiK0HZd9dxt1XvE1jsJ2wczlqeRnwNuVH1i9ETkHgyhSeA9S2Eg3fIxLczY=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ondp09ne4B7sopqidfP8UTnXeNQ4v2V88_-ecCV9wb4Vhjfa96fuXbtCTa1a4Ll7jH9_loO4zF4NP0wx7kSgqtGMpuEroInumjHt1_8F7c5AXdwg7TdVdCU9gwqlahoNQfZ6tqelS1q8NHxtSMJpNs9kQ3TYLvCYq2YAZRkKj-Q_EgMGhW1fJQLurmbLHSS2A0UqzSpDv5Q=&c=&ch=


Back to top

Have you shopped at the Crown Lately?



Stop By the Crown Market TODAY!
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Dinner and Fashion Show

West Hartford - The Emanuel Synagogue Sisterhood invites you to "An
American Vacation" Dinner and Fashion Show on Tuesday, April 24, 2018.

 Fashions for women, men and children will be provided by J.Jill and REI.  The
evening will begin with appetizers at 5:30, followed by a catered dinner and
fashion show. As part of this event, we are giving back to the community by

asking attendees to bring new baby and toddler clothing or toiletries as a
donation to Jewish Family Service.This event will be held at The Emanuel

Synagogue, 160 Mohegan Drive, West Hartford.  For more information, contact
Reesa Olins at reesa58@comcast.net or Fay Dehaas at

faydehaas@comcast.net.   
Back to top
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Audrey So bel and Rhianno n Van Bindsbergen, Co -Edito rs
So lo mo n Schechter Day Scho o l o f Greater Hartfo rd


