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A Message from Nancy: Middle School Girls Lead Seder
that Goes Beyond Passover

 
The 2018 Seder Girls

I would imagine that many of us have had that experience at least
once in our lifetimes-when the printed word becomes concrete.  As
an educator, I experienced that feeling in an awe-inspiring moment.
Several year ago, I read Ron Berger's "Ethic of Excellence" in which
he describes transforming schools into communities of excellence in
which students are both independent and team learners, whose
research and work lead to positive outcomes that touch others
outside the walls of their schools. At the end of the book, I was left
in wonder-and wondering how this could happen in real life.  
 
Then came the
phenomenon
known as the 2018
Seder Girls of the
Solomon
Schechter Day
School of Greater
Hartford.  At a
conference in the
fall, Andrea met
the founders and
Head of School of
the Grace Academy, an all-girls middle and high school in Hartford.
 After hearing that the Grace Academy 5th grade class learns about
Passover and conducts a mock seder, Andrea invited their 5th and
6th grade classes to Schechter to participate in a seder conducted
by our Middle School girls.  In mid-February, I began meeting with
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our 6th and 7th grade girls to tackle the project.
  

At one of our first lunchtime sessions, the girls enthusiastically
chattered about their favorite parts of the seder that just had to be
included in our seder with Grace Academy.  We encouraged the girls
to think carefully about the background knowledge of their guests in
creating the seder.

They paused, and then the thoughts began to flow. "We might not
understand where they're coming from.  They might not understand
where we're coming from, and how we got to where we are. We
need to explain the seder."  They considered the issue of language:
"We need to keep the Hebrew because that's our language. So,
we'll have Hebrew, and transliteration so they can participate, and
English so they understand what it's about."
 
Their excitement and motivation grew, and the twice a week lunch
meetings turned into 3, 4 and then 5 days a week of meetings during
lunch and recess. Along the way, the group expanded to include our
5th grade female student as well. The girls chose the parts of the
seder that they felt were most important and would be engaging for
the Grace Academy girls.  In pairs, they studied their sections,
answered guiding questions that helped them express their
personal connections more deeply and wrote out their parts. One
pair wrote a short, engaging skit, telling the story of Passover that
would follow the Four Questions.  The result was a beautiful,
educational haggadah that contained traditional text as well as the
personal insights of this magnificent group.

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VSYbaBq6xgenac4TjxoS7IXgPYQUli020zmkSFcO8m-WXVbZyfb4qY91RUYF-mYtlh9Y-ZfuT2r99HxTo1M-5X4mff15Ns2d2splvCWjb5v7K7S_pFmGloD5lu16SpEpduMwCrglCHirGenj2XH9roSGR1YpVGTSNPcuaZao4Un5oGqwpjUdYQ==&c=&ch=
mailto:llakenbach@ssds-hartford.org
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1100358239716


Reflecting on this
process, it is clear
that this project did
not happen in a
vacuum.  From early
years, our students
have studied Torah
text in pairs,
analyzing it
together, listening
to each other, and
valuing the opinions
and contributions of their classmates. They learn that the stories of
our past, of our people, remain ours to this day.  Repeated biblical
verses such as "Remember that you were once strangers in a land
not yours. Remember that you were slaves, " as well as the lessons
of rabbinic texts play an integral role in helping our students create
their places in the world. The Hebrew language, shared values,
Jewish life and family traditions are invaluable components of this
foundation.

However, in addition to all of that, it also took motivated, engaged
and excited learners who were ready to step up and step in. The girls
were prepared to "sweat the details," editing the Haggadah for
content as well as format, making sure that each girl had the space
to share her voice, and thinking deeply and with great care and
concern for the needs and comfort of their guests.  They gave up
their free time, practiced the skit, adding creative staging and 

humor, and created
google docs that they
shared with each other
so that they could
literally all be on the
same page. In the last
week leading up to the
seder, the girls spent
more than six hours
working on the

haggadah and seder - and none of that came from class time. It was
at some point during this process that I realized that through their
efforts, our students had embodied Berger's book and had created
a community of excellence.

The seder, itself, defied all expectations.  Our students were
prepared, poised and confident.  As the Grace Academy girls
entered, our girls were ready with warm, welcoming smiles, name
tags, and seating arrangements that mixed the two schools
together.  Some memorable moments:  the expression on the face
of the Grace student, surrounded by cheering new and old friends,
when she found the afikoman... the banter between the girls leading



up to tasting the shemura matza... watching our girls lead the seder
as naturally as breathing... listening to the Grace girls singing along
with the chorus to dayenu. There was so much more!

On the day of the
seder, I experienced
another peak
moment in which the
abstract takes form.
While I was feeling a
bit sad that our time
together was ending,
I discovered that the
girls were already
thinking ahead, moving on to their next project: an Earth Day
program for the school.  At that moment, I realized with pride and
awe that the Seder Girls had lifted the statement, "Be the change"
off the paper, creating the most breathtaking reality: our students
ARE the change!

Chag sameach,
Nancy Rosen
 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
A note from Matt Fitzsimons, Head of School at Grace Academy:

Dear Riva, Jessica, Andrea and the Solomon Schechter community,

On behalf of the Grace Academy community, I wish to thank you for
hosting our girls to a beautiful Seder meal.  

At Grace Academy, we work to instill in our girls five Core Values:
academic excellence, courageous compassion, respect, hospitality
and grace.  Your students demonstrated all of these values, and the
warm hospitality your students exhibited made our students feel
right at home.  

From the moment we arrived in the parking lot, three girls came to
the door wearing name tags and they greeted each Grace girl with a
warm and welcoming smile.

I, along with our three teachers, were most impressed with the
booklet, presentations which engaged our girls in the readings, and
the very entertaining and instructive skit.  The entire program ran like
clockwork.  Your students clearly showed their pride in their school
and their work.

Most surprising of all was the huge meal you shared with us.  

Today, at our morning assembly - our Circle of Peace and Respect -
we had students share their experiences.  



We look forward to further collaborations with you and to having
your girls visit our school in the near future.

Peace and blessings to you this Passover season,
Matt    
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Ner Tamid Tickets are Available Now!

 

 



Parparim explores Passover while Making 
"My Passover Story" ....continued from last week!

In case you missed our article last week about Parparim's
preparations for Passover through their creation of a personalized
Haggadah, here are excerpts from some of the students. Chag
sameach from Parparim!  
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EC3 Inquisitive Artists!

The children in EC3 have transformed into inquisitive artists! They
have been exploring the world of painting and learning all about its



history.
 
Our Reggio-inspired project will
take EC3 on a journey that will
educate their minds and inspire the
artists that lie within. The children
began their research with Vincent
Van Gogh.  The students learned
about his struggles to gain
recognition as an artist and how his
hardships did not discourage him
from pursuing his passion. 
 

 
 
 
Throughout his life, he continued to
paint and find beauty in his
surroundings. In his words, "If you
truly love nature, you will find beauty
everywhere." Some of his most
famous paintings were still life's of
sunflowers. 

 
 

EC3 painted their very own
sunflower still life. Their
excitement for this lesson was
perfectly captured in their own
words. Students made
observations about the painting
process: "You get orange by
mixing two colors." Another
student announced, "That
sunflower is beautiful! " 

 

One student chimed in, "I cannot
wait to be an artist!" Each of the
budding artists shared this
enthusiasm.  
 
Stay tuned for what's to come and
be sure to visit EC3, which is
transforming into a blank canvas
that will be filled with our children's
artistic touch.    
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Super Seder Celebrations!

 
 
 
EC2 and EC3

Seder   
 

 
 

 
 

" I liked listening to the music!" Lennox 

Cute Quotes from the EC 3 children about our mock
Seder.

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
"Can we set this Seder up again tomorrow!" Benjamin
 

 
 
"I liked that the 2's came here to our class...they're so cute !" Eli 



 
" I liked the chocolate and plain matzah!" Aedyn 

 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Burning Chametz 



- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 

Middle School Boys' Seder... Almost too Cool for
School!
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8th Grade Israel Experience!

 
 
 
 

AMAZING Pics
of the last few
days in Israel

with the 
8th Grade!

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hiking at Masada!
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Enjoying the Dead Sea

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Post-Shabbat
Meal with
Friends 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

The Grand return Home!!!
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Last Team
Huddle of
the trip!

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

SO Many
great

stories to
tell!

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

They still
have smiles

on their
faces!!

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SO happy to have the 8th grade back!.... We missed the
crew, and can't wait to hear about the adventures!
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Follow Schechter on Twitter & Facebook!!!
 To keep up with all the happenings at SSDS, 

Follow us on Twitter HERE and on Facebook HERE
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Free and Open to the Community!

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VSYbaBq6xgenac4TjxoS7IXgPYQUli020zmkSFcO8m-WXVbZyfb4qey8mXE6DLZKDKYrR-J6rEqJvu3-pVqfEo13qZ3WSoIlYBNZ6rsisPH87SaAGdrEJZXHoCQLtr5KM62LdhvbkFDZOeb6g_Yn8oFWCPagThRXk1g5xBoOOZg28vhcTDQPboNz7bhzFChYDk37nj0UECc=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VSYbaBq6xgenac4TjxoS7IXgPYQUli020zmkSFcO8m-WXVbZyfb4qVLCDdKZNgdWvpfkGrF9lzQznpWny1JhOul9dxqvLnxP5ck1OH7wMaf74s7wRoZG6xxIMtaM1oQSnqQ2OmeedGoMixpqi7VHPLsfATELWR6su-asL-SiLgD9HjnidaHTaKdfCwucCeXeLUSZ5gmCZpLLXz0ZxhpM6qZhBFvyRofAdSFDIEjIUD2YMyBA4e_lMGg6B25wmceCS9KIlg4wfN8=&c=&ch=
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Parents: Save the Dates!
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Do You Shop at Big Y??

Big Y Education Express is a Family Program to help
local schools get FREE, much needed supplies &

equipment! 
Everyone can participate! Do you have children,

grandchildren, nieces, nephews or even neighbors? 
You can support Solomon Schechter by signing up for

Education Express. Click HERE to see more information
about how to sign up and the benefits you can earn for

Schechter.
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VSYbaBq6xgenac4TjxoS7IXgPYQUli020zmkSFcO8m-WXVbZyfb4qazKqpvqfcvHjyXNKv-oxVfVjDlfvgndjQNQjF8kDE0CI8GhEGufm5Y_itB8O9mNC1YuSo7UZL4uSVvrFGWefZ6Ag8MPHr4jj3rY4Cp3wGL9Os7cYTd3pEfnsHS3LQ6AlduL9ydr7OnO8RmkaY7zVhU=&c=&ch=


Have you shopped at the Crown Lately?

 

Stop By the Crown Market TODAY!
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Dinner and Fashion Show

West Hartford - The Emanuel Synagogue Sisterhood invites you to "An
American Vacation" Dinner and Fashion Show on Tuesday, April 24, 2018.

 Fashions for women, men and children will be provided by J.Jill and REI.  The
evening will begin with appetizers at 5:30, followed by a catered dinner and
fashion show. As part of this event, we are giving back to the community by

asking attendees to bring new baby and toddler clothing or toiletries as a
donation to Jewish Family Service.This event will be held at The Emanuel

Synagogue, 160 Mohegan Drive, West Hartford.  For more information, contact
Reesa Olins at reesa58@comcast.net or Fay Dehaas at

faydehaas@comcast.net.   
Back to top
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Audrey So bel and Rhianno n Van Bindsbergen, Co -Edito rs
So lo mo n Schechter Day Scho o l o f Greater Hartfo rd


