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The entire Zachs Family remains steadfast in their commitment to
the Solomon Schechter Day School of Greater Hartford and the
Jewish Community at large. This year's Ner Tamid honorees, Jessica
& Eric Zachs and their children, Benand Paige, Jacob, and Z0é,
exemplify Schechter's core values of Wisdom (Chochma),
Community (Klal Yisrael) and Good Heart (Lev Tov). Jessica currently
serves as Schechter's Co-President and has also served as a board
memberon the Jewish Federation, Jewish Community Foundation
and CCMC to name a few. Eric, too, has served on countless boards
including the Mandell JCC, ADL, the Hartford Dispensary, and the
Greater Hartford Jewish Federation, where he was Chair.
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For Your Calendar:

May 11
PA ShabbatShare

May 15
EC2 Reggio Project

FRESEE LA Their children, who all attended Schechter, have followed in their

parents' philanthropic footsteps. Benis a leaderat Schechter,

May 16



HERO Program
Parparim

May 17
Rimonim to Pequot

Museum

May 18
Special Person and

Grandparent Day

May 21
Shavuot School Closed

May 23
7th Grade to NYC

(rescheduled)

May 24
Yad Family Program for

5th Grade

May 29
Field Day

May 29-June s
Book Fair

June 4
RESCHEDULED

7th Grade Presentation

of Facing History Project

June 13
Lastday of classes

8th grade graduation
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Quick Links

Solomon Schechter
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and Poetry
Presentation

Invention Convention

serving on the Board of Trustees, and together with Paige, he has
made a commitment to sustaining community and building a more
inclusive Jewish community. Jacob works with an educational
company, helping schools differentiate across all ability levels by
making information accessible to allreaders. Lastly, Zoé&, who has
devoted her professional careeras a therapist to those most in
need, exemplifies Good Heart (Lev Tov).

The Zachs Family represents four generations of philanthropists in
the greater Hartford Jewish community, dating back to the early
1900's. The matriarch and patriarch of the family, Louise Silverman
Zachs and William J. Zachs, taught their children about the
importance of giving back and instilled this belief in their children and
their children's children. Henry Zachs and Judy Zachs did just that.
They have been supporters of Solomon Schechterfor decades and
have taught their children and grandchildren by example. Their
philanthropy has touched countless organizations and causes within
the Greater Hartford Jewish community, Connecticut, the United
States, and the global Jewish community with deep connections to
Israel. Henry and Judy's children, Eric and Jessica, William and Martin
continue this legacy of giving as have their children.

May you continue to be an example for us alland go from strength
to strength! Yasher Kochem!
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Last Friday, the walls of the Schechter gym were lined with fans,
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ranging from
parents to
students to
faculty, as the
annual 8th

~ graders vs.

| Faculty
basketball

| game began.

Playing with plenty of confidence, the 8th graders stayed
competitive in the first half, trailing by only 3-7 points throughout the
first 16 minutes of the game. Abuzzerbeaterat the half by

Brady Dulitsky brought the pmm=—a.n
deficit to 3. Realizing with (3
excitement that they could
potentially keep up with
the faculty, the 8th graders
came out with even more
confidence inthe 3rd
quarter, and afterback to
back buckets by Jack
Resnick and Harry Gold off
of tremendous passes from Michael Weiss, the 8th graders found
themselvesin the lead!!!

That did not last long. A couple of layups by Mr. G, followed by a
pretty move by Rabbi Chatinover that was reminiscent of George
Gervin, gave the faculty a strong lead. AWeiss jumperto end the 3rd
quarter brought the 8th graders back to within two heading into the
fourth, but that would be as close as they would get.




Known as crunch time, the

4th quarter was all faculty. Gavi
Lehrer's layup pushed the lead to
as muchas 8, and you could feelin
the gym that this game may be
close to the finish. However, a
Marley Nollknockdown jumper
gave the 8th graders and their
coaches, 7th graders Harris
Berson and Alex Kowalsky, a little more confidence. Referees Will
Patchenand Spencer Bersonkept all the players inline.

The dagger that basketball announcers talk about - the big bucket
to end allhope forthe otherteam | ‘

- came when Kate Poltorak sunk a [Si
basket. Time eventually ran out
forthe 8th graders; the faculty
celebrated their 9-point win with
class. Credit to the 8th graders,
who were very well prepared and B
were unafraid of the big moments §
this game can bring. A shoutout
to Mr. D, who played with an -
injured knee, allowing the faculty to have a full squad forthe flrst half
of the game!

Students from K-7th supported both teams with posters, face paint,
cheers, and glasses of water.
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Mayim...Tcherkaziya...Hop...Turn....Music of Israel...Laughter! These
are just a few of the sights and sounds that filled the gymnasium at
HHNE last Thursday night as we celebrated Israelat 70 as a
Schechter community with an evening of Israeli dancing.
Hebrewteachers Anat e i I

Climor, Ziva Kovner,
Limor Shefer and Shay
Bacharworked closely
with Matt Gionfriddo,
our Athletic Director, to
make this spectacular
night happen. What
made this night even
more special was the
fact that Israelidance isanintegral part of Schechter's PE
curriculum.

» Surrounded by a circle of
guests, Parparim began
- @l | the program with an

3 \ ™ energetic rendition of

L S d "Noladti LaShalom" ("

g Was Bornfor Peace") to
the clapping and cheers
of the crowd. Rimonim
followed with an
enthusiastic line dance
choreographed to Sarit
Hadad's ""Chaverim Mikol Minei Tzva'im" ("Friends of All Different
Colors"). Gesher stepped in with an exuberant rendition of ""L'Olam
Bikvot Hashemesh"

("I Always Follow the Sun"),

and Middle School
students danced to the
Naomi Shemer standard,
"Od Lo AhavtiDai" ("I~ §
Haven't Loved Enough"). &
When the RELISH
favorite "Adama
V'Shamayim" ("Earth and
Sky") played for the
faculty and staff dance,
the audience's voices filled that huge room with song.




Afterthese
performances, the
evening was far from
over. Israelidance is
meant to be a community
event, one of
participationand
connection--and that's
exactly what happened!
With no experience
required, students,

parents, faculty, staff,
alumni, former parents and
members of the Schechter
Board of Trustees circled
the room to a reprise of
"Noladti LaShalom' and
"Od Lo Ahavti Dai," smiles
galore, eyes shining. It was,
indeed, a Schechter
moment to cherish, and as
they sayin baseball, "Wait
'til next year!"
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Facultyvs 8th Grade
THE BIG GAME

Click here for more pictures of this wonderful night.
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Ner Tamid not only enabled us to celebrate the Zachs family and
Schechter, but it also gave some alumnia chance to catch up with
their formerteachers. Pictured above: Sophie, Benjamin and Joel
Kruger visit with their former math teacher, Pat Fleming.
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Thank you so much to everyone who attended
Schechter's Ner Tamid Gala Honoring Jessica & Eric
Zachs and Family featuring Matisyahu! It was a beautiful
evening filled with love and ruach (spirit). Here are some
more wonderful pictures from the Ner Tamid event.
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Watch the Solomon
Schechter students

sing ""One Day" with
Matisyahu HERE

There's still time to make a donation!
Click HERE to see our live fundraising thermometer

Thank you for your continued support!
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Formore Pictures of the Ner Tamid Gala,
Click HERE
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On Friday, the Gesher families visited the classroom fora celebration
of learning. The students shared all the hard work they put into their
writing pieces this year, showing pieces of narrative, nonfiction,
fantasy and poetry writing.

The students
alsoshared a
written
reflection,
showing what
they noticed
about theirown
learning from
the beginning
of the yearto
present day.
Anya wrote, "This year | noticed that | wrote longerand | got better
at showing, not telling."

Afterthe celebration of learning, the families and students joined

togetherin the front lobby for the Invention Convention. Each
Backo top student spent several months crafting a unique invention and
presented their design process and final prototype. The students
are very proud of all their work!

Condolences to...

Sheila Silverman and

The students
children, Schechter .

d up thi
graduates rappectp this
. event by
Shira Feldman (2009) .
and presenting a poetry

slam. Each student
picked their
favorite written
poetry piece and
read it aloud with
emotion.

Talia Feldman
(2012), on the loss of
their beloved fatherand
grandfather,

David Silverman

Zelia noted, "l liked that the parents got to see not just what their
own child was working on, but what everyone in the class had done."
Charlie, proud of his writing, said, "l enjoyed sharing with everyone
what we did throughout the year."

Erica Bloch and Mark
Haims and their
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daughter, Schechter
alumna Danielle, on the
loss of their beloved
motherand stepfather,
mother-in-lawand
stepfather-in-law, and
grandparents,
Rosalie Bloch and
AubreyJackson
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Join Our List

Would you like a
grandparent, relative, or
friend to receive the
Schechter newsletter?

Email ASobel@ssds-
hartford.org and include the
name, email address, and
relationship to

Schechter and we will add
them to our list!

RELISH

May 4th

The parents were : :
amazed at all the : ¥
students had ;
accomplished with one
saying, "the level of
sophistication of their
writing and depth of
thought is well beyond
that of 9 and 10 year-olds!"

Afterthe celebration of learning, the families and students joined
togetherin the front lobby for the Invention Convention. Each
student spent several months crafting a unique invention and
presented their design process and final prototype. The students
are very proud of all their work! Take a look at the margins of this
Mabat for photos of the Invention Convention!
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For the past fewmonths, the EC 2 Dubonim having been doing long
term project work focused onseeds and planting. This week, along
with their friends in EC 3, the Dubonim had the privilege of
welcoming an expert on planting into the class.



mailto:llakenbach@ssds-hartford.org
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1100358239716
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Miss Ellen came from AuerFarm in Bloomfield to talk to the children
about planting seeds and howseeds grow.
R AR, YTV T /Y

M When Miss Ellen asked
- the students, "What's a
seed?" they joyfully
answered, "l know, you

plant something. You
” & growsomething. You
plantitinthe ground. It
8 makes a plant."

Inanswerto Miss Ellen's
question about what plants
need, the children, who are
now experts in plants,
enthusiastically answered,
"It needs the sun. Shemesh.
...Dirt! And Water."

After hearing a great story by Zoe Hall called The Surprise Garden,
the children had a chance to put their skills to the test. They rotated
through three stations in which they planted a seed of their

’ choosing ina small pot,

¥ sorted seeds of varied

. shapes, colors, and sizes,
and used magnifying glasses
to look at various plants
from roots to flowers,
including Lamb's ear, mint,
dandelion, as well as others.
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"We're so proud of what they know
about plants. They already knewto
poke a little hole forthe seeds as well
as what seeds need to grow. What a
great way to reinforce what they are
learning as our project work comes to
anend," stated teachers Yeshiva
Cohen and Julie Wilkins. The Dubonim
will celebrate their"Seeds and
Planting" culmination next week.

V"'QVV

Solomon \
Schechter
Day School

of Greater Hartford

PLEASE JOIN US ON
FRIDAY, MAY 18, 2018
for

GRANDPARENTS AND
SPECIAL PERSONS DAY

8:30am - 10:30am
B Join us for Shabbat RELISH,
B classroom activities and brunch

PLEASE RSVP BY MAY 10th to:
specialdaySSDS@gmail.com
or call 860-561-0700

8ol P DaySchool of G Harford
26 Buena Vista Blvd. West Hartford CT 06107
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To keep up with all the happenings at SSDS,
Follow us on Twitter HERE and on Facebook HERE

Back to top

Do you know someone who would love to experience
the spirit of our Shabbat RELISH? Invite them to join us
for songs, dancing, and stories!

Experience the Joys of RELISH!

RELISH (n.) A morning communal celebration of song in
anticipation of Shabbat. A time to sing, dance, and
celebrate Shabbat together.

Friday, May 25 at 9:00am: Early Childhood RELISH (ages 0-5)
Questions? Contact Karen Shakun kshakun@ssds-hartford.org

Solomon Schechter Day School of Greater Hartford
26 Buena Vista Road
West Hartford, CT 06107
860-561-0700

Solomon Schechter Day School \6’

of Greater Hartford

Back to top
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Big Y Education Express is a Family Programto help

local schools get FREE, much needed supplies &
equipment!

Everyone can participate! Do you have children,
grandchildren, nieces, nephews or even neighbors?
You can support Solomon Schechter by signing up for
Education Express. Click HERE to see more information
about how to sign up and the benefits you can earn for
Schechter.

Back to top
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Stop By the Crown Market TODAY!

Back to top




MANDELL JCC | 10" ANNUAL
Q‘{/parentmg series

Series bpcnso{ed by
7
L2 ILE

INTERNET SAFETY
ARE YOU A WEBWISE PARENT?

What Every Parent Needs to Know to Protect their Children Online
TUESDAY, MAY 15 | 7:00PM | MANDELL JCC

et THERES

Backto top

lThlS Shabbat Afternoon 6.35 PM 5/ 12/18
ln&gelebratlomoﬁ’ "ém Yerushalem 5778°
Pa rts oi S‘li‘ﬁulm Tanach Campaign 7 st imonp
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Parent &
Child
Learning

v
@’

Sunday, May 20t « 15t Pay of Shavuot
4:45/M-6:00PM

Come learn Torah with your children as part of this annual Young

Israel tradition. Specially prepared materials will be provided for
study with separate programs for 1-4 and 5-8 grades.

Fun snacks and a dairy dinner will be served.

Generously Sponsored by Elisheva & Zev Davidovics

For more information, contact Juanita at Juanita.Moss@gmail.com

WESTaD YOUNG ISRAEL OF WEST HARTFORD

2240 ALBANY AVE. WEST HARTFORD, CT
I WWW.YOUNGISRAELWH.ORG

Back to top




JohusforaShawof BBQ Luncheon.
Lunch will begin after davening.

Back to top




Rock in the Red Zone

Featuring Micha Biton

(23 (=) (=)

“Rock in tha Fed Zona™ is an intimate
portraysl of Bfa on the sdge in the
war-torn city of Sderot, tsrasl. Onca
ko for its prodific rock scense that
revolutionized lsrasii music, for thirteen
years the town has bean the target of
ongaing recket firs from the Gaza st
Through the personal | and musi|
of Sderot’s divarse musicians, the
figm chronicies the town's traums and
revesls its enduring spirlt.

ROCK 2 RED 7ONE

Sunday, April 22 | 5

Beth David Synagogue

20 Dover Rd, West Hartford, 860-238-1241

Dinnar and a Maovie - 5 for Bsth David membars, §10 for tha
community. Falafel dinner for purchasa from Yosi Kosher Cataring.

Tuesday, May 22 | 7 pm

Beth El Tempie

2808 Alnany Avenus, Wast Hartfora, B60-235-9508
Movie and popcorn. 10

Thursday, May 24 | 7:30 pm

Beth Shalom B'nai lsrasl

400 Micdla Turnpiks E, Manchastar, B00-043-8583
#10 incluges entrance to performancs on June 7.

WIS CORMUNITY FOLNDATION jcc
Yocr Commasig, Vo Luguy. B Wiy

Back to

Micha Biten is one of the early pionears of the renowned mus
scena in Sderot, lsraal.

NMiCha grew up in an extracedinary MUsical neighbormnooed, wisens
‘creativity was abound and children sang end played insnumants,
formed informal youth ensemibles and dreamad of the bands that
they would craate. Micha was nine when his father passed away,

an avant which profoundly impactad his cutiook, nis writing, and

his parsonal dirsction.

His dramatic childhoad, the impact of his strong Moroccan ethnic
roots coupled with cultural Asnéenazic influsnces lad to the
formation of a musician who passienately calle upen both sides of
his uporinging to craats songe of hope and joyfunass.

Micha parforms acrass Israsl and abroad, bringing his story and
his songs of inspiration and joy to audiences throughout the world.

Sunday, June 3

Beth El Temple

2826 Albany Avanue, West Hartford, 860-233-0606
$20, 515 for Saniorz and Studenta.

Thursday, June 7| 7:30 pm

Bath Shalom Bnai Israsl

400 Middls Turnpiks E. Manchester. B60-643-0563
510 includes antrancs to movie on May 24

Friday, June, 8 | 6:30 pm

Farmingten Valley Jewish Congragation

55 Bushy Hill Rd. Simabury, BE0-658-1075

Micha Biton will be perfarming during Shabbat sarvicea.
Dinner ia included aftar the aarvice.

Free and open to the community.




SAVE THE BATE
YOUNG ISRAEL OF WEST HARTFORD ANNUAL FUNDRAISER

SIYUM TANACH

Honoring Elisheva & Zev Davidovics

and Daniella & Rabbi Avi Robinson

SUNDAY, JUNE 10, 2018

SIYUM TANACH CAMPAIGN? Join us as we work to sh.,ldy and comp|ei‘e
the entirety of the Hebrew Bible for a communal celebration June 10!

Choose a portion to study on your own, with friends or in your family! Visit

www.youngisradwh.org!‘siyum!

WiesT HARTioRD
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Fostering Imagination and Independence

TODDI.ER sumwrn
PLAYGROUP

Ages 25 - 4 Play based, Drop-off

years
s b et Summer Program

trained) Open to all

Designed to foster imagination and
independence through open-ended activities

eekly sessmns*ered in July
Mon-Fri, 9:00-11:30am

Session 1 July 2-6
sion 2 July 9-13

Up Today!
Farmington Valley Jewish Congregation

55 Bushy Hill Road, Simsbury, CT
Email: Sarahrskru@gmail.com Phone: (860) 940-3664
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S:gn Up for aSeason of

Fresh, Local, Organic Produce!

Pickup Location: Beth David Synagogue 20 Dover Rd, West Hartford
Plickup Time: Thursdays 4:30 - 6:45pm from 6/8-11/9
Size: Seasonal shares like the one pictured weekly or every-other-week

Learn More and Register at

whcsa.adamah.org
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OFFICIAL COUPON

EXPIRES
0/00/00

Let’s get clipping!

Box Tops for Education is free money for our school!

There are many brands that you may purchase that

have this coupon on them...

Pillsbury Kleenex

Ziploc Betty Crocker

General Mills Hefty

Box Tops will be collected the First Friday of each
month! Drop them off in any of the collection bins you
see around the school. Be sure to visit www.btfe.com to
sign up for additional offers, support Solomon Schechter
and even download the easy to use app!

Thanks for your support!

Back to top

Audrey Sobel and Rhiannon Van Bindsbergen, Co-Editors
Solomon Schechter Day School of Greater Hartford




