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Schechter Alumni Widely Recognized for Commitment
to Academics and Leadership! 

For four decades, Schechter has graduated outstanding students
and community members. In our earliest days, we started out in the
Emanuel basement,  moved to our beautiful building,  expanded
into middle school,and now we have introduced our cutting edge
multiage model. Throughout its long history, Schechter has had
many iterations, changes in structure, pedagogy and curriculum -
what has remained steadfast is the quality of education our
students experience and the successes they meet with in their lives.
 
We are proud of our talented and kind alumni.
 
Rebecca Gold:
Latin Medal: Seniors who show a commitment to learning and
achievement in advanced Latin
 
Zachary Goldberg:
Trinity Club of Hartford Book Award: Junior displaying outstanding
scholarship, discovery of personal strengths, and development of
individual potential
 
Samara Gordon-Wexler:
Smith College Club Book Award: Junior who exemplifies academic
achievement, leadership qualities, and concern for others
 
Aidan Kaminer:
Hall High School Dramatic Award in Directing: Students whose
theatrical excellence is evidenced in their abilities to be innovative,
self-disciplined, and dependable team members
2018 National Merit Scholarship Commended Student: Students
recognized by the National Merit Scholarship Corporation for their



and 
Annual Meeting 7pm

June 13
Last day of classes

8th grade graduation
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Quick Links

 Solomon Schechter
Website
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Join Our List

Would you like a
grandparent, relative, or
friend to receive the
Schechter newsletter?
Email ASobel@ssds-
hartford.org and include
the name, email address,
and relationship to
Schechter and we will add
them to our list!

MORE Field Day Pics!!

 

 

exceptional academic promise demonstrated by outstanding
performance on the qualifying test for program entry
 
Dylan Landau:
2018 National Merit Scholarship Commended Student: Students
recognized by the National Merit Scholarship Corporation for their
exceptional academic promise demonstrated by outstanding
performance on the qualifying test for program entry
 
Harley Neiditz
American Classical League: Seniors who show a commitment to
learning and achievement in advanced Latin
English Department Award for Overall Excellence in and Enthusiasm
for the Study of English: student who best exemplifies the lessons of
English through their performance, growth, interest, enthusiasm,
and commitment to and for the spoken word throughout their
years at Hall
 
Matthew Patchen
Excellence in Chinese Language: Chinese language students who
demonstrate excellence in all elements of language learning and
are true role models in the classroom
 
Madeline Pliskin:
Hall High School Student Association Award (Board of Education
Representative): Students who have been elected by the student
body for their ability to serve as leaders in the school and
community, positive role models for others, and vehicles for
positive change
 
Izabella Raviv:
Accepted into the Girls State Program, a leadership program for
students who are interested in a career in public service. She will be
attending a week-long program at Post University and will spend
time with many Connecticut state representatives.
 
William Scott Ritter:
2018 National Merit Scholarship Commended Student: Students
recognized by the National Merit Scholarship Corporation for their
exceptional academic promise demonstrated by outstanding
performance on the qualifying test for program entry
 
Olivia Rotter:
Saint Michael's College Book Award: Juniors recognized for
scholarship, strong social conscience, and a sustained and sincere
commitment to community service
 
Noah Silverman:
Hall High School Student Association Award (Vice President):
Students who have been elected by the student body for their
ability to serve as leaders in the school and community, positive

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001q3NtdUjBFkJfHefWkbvnysPGQOl_-0MDZg1gqGqvljTaE1VP5S0AG6WjNP1qYYHHm-PEfsDgMNQyg9fZBsMHRoZIht0sVabiXyelHU0cPa18MkLOaTX4dGXDLIdlt2uimgAUvvOtL3rlgfWgXYWbhVjCbZhGCyf_HN354hKXAxtuPeVqGafNsw==&c=&ch=
mailto:llakenbach@ssds-hartford.org
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1100358239716


 

 

 

 

 

role models for others, and vehicles for positive change
 
Jacob Zweifler
American Mathematics Contest: commendations made to the
highest scoring students at Hall on a competitive exam sponsored
by the Mathematical Association of America (AMC-12 School Winner
and AIME Qualifier) 
Bausch and Lomb Honorary Science Award: Junior who has
demonstrated outstanding achievement and academic excellence
in science Yale Club of Hartford Book Award: Junior who has
demonstrated leadership, effective teamwork, and organizational
abilities
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Please Join us for this Event!!
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Come and Visit the Book Fair!!!



MORE Yad Night
Pictures!

It is  not too late to shop the Book Fair for some great
summer reading finds! 

The Book Fair is open at drop off and pickup on 
Friday, June 1st and Monday, June 4th 

and also on Tuesday, June 5th in the morning.
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Field Day!!! Blue! Red! Green! Orange!
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Continuing to Build Future Jewish Leaders: Teen
Leadership and Philanthropy Institute and Schechter

Imagine your child or grandchild as a prominent community leader
with the power to make decisions that truly change and help other
people.

Then imagine that child with enough knowledge and funding to
evaluate real-world programs and allocate sizeable amounts of
money to causes that you think are really worthwhile.

Would she know what to do? Would he like to learn how?

Does it sound exciting and empowering?  It is!!

The Teen Leadership and Philanthropy Institute (TLPI), part of the
Jewish Teen Learning Connection (JT Connect) program, teaches
teens that they can make a tangible difference in the world,
starting right now. In this class, the teens are provided with $3,000,
and then are taught now to wisely give it away. Since TLPI began,
Jewish teens in the Greater Hartford area have given over $35,000
to local, national, and international charities, all while learning how



to be active citizens of our Jewish community.

Students learn about
leadership and philanthropy
from a Jewish perspective by
reviewing historical,
philosophical, and ethical
texts. Then, by visiting
Jewish agencies and seeing
first-hand the many services
they provide, students learn
about how our community is
organized and supported.
They learn to analyze
proposals, prioritize need,
and actually fund meaningful
projects.

 
Over the years, many Schechter graduates have continued their
Jewish education in high school through JT Connect (formerly
known as Yachad). Talia Feldman (Schechter 2012) said, "The TLPI
program exposed me to the world of philanthropy in both the
Jewish and larger secular community. It fostered a great sense of
leadership and within these communities, and helped me gain
perspective on the inner workings of volunteer and philanthropic
organizations. My involvement with TLPI culminated in a teen
liaison position with the Jewish Community Relations Council.
There, I was able to effectively apply my knowledge and play an
active role in community decision making." Ahna Bielik (Schechter
2015, pictured above) described, "it was a great experience which
gave us a good understanding of the process involved in donating
money to different organizations for their causes."

And, congratulations to Solomon Schechter for receiving a grant
from TLPI! Our proposal to receive funding to help make
sandwiches for residents of the South Park Inn Shelter and to grow
vegetables to be donated to Charter Oak Cultural Center's BOTS
Pots program was one of the grants awarded from the 12
proposals the teens reviewed.



We are proud that so many former Schechter students have
continued their Jewish leadership through TLPI! They include:
Zachary Sobel-Pressman, Ahna Bielik, Gabi Silver, Noah Sobel-
Pressman, Rachel Fiedler, Talia Feldman, Jason Solinsky, Nadav
Chatinover, Asher Kinyon, Eli Shakun, Maddy Shakun, Micah
Fiedler, Jacob Kornman, Samantha Weiser, Brian Solinsky, Max
Beede, Curtis Pitegoff, Sam Ehrlichson-McCarthy, Sloane Sheldon,
Lara Solinsky, Matt Kochen, Emily Weiser, Penina Beede, Eliza
Pinette, Carina Benadiva, Ben Brody, Tal Brody
 

Pictured with this year's TLPI students: TLPI Leaders Cyral Sheldon
(L), a former Schechter parent and former president of the Parent
Association, and Rabbi Steven Chatinover (R), Schechter Middle
School  Judaic Studies teacher and former Schechter parent. 
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Awesome 3-D Project in Makerspace!

Sixth grader, Alex, has been hard at work in the MakerSpace,
researching and designing a scale model aircraft. With some help
from his teachers, Alex's design was 3D printed and is in the
process of being assembled and painted. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This
model float plane contains intricate pieces that were difficult to
print at first, but Alex's dedication and follow-through certainly
paid off. 
 
We are all so proud of the initiative and drive exemplified by Alex! 
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A Great Tradition- Gesher Yad Program

 During this term, the 5th grade students
in the Gesher class have devoted
themselves to learning Torah trope and
prepared individual readings that they will
chant next week in school. We are so
proud of these students who have
learned their readings completely from
the trope markings, not from recordings!
 
 
 
 

 Last Wednesday night, in preparation for
their readings, the 5th grade Gesher
students and their parents came together
in the Art Room to create a yad, the
pointer used when reading the Torah. In
the spirit of hiddur mitzvah, making a
mitzvah even more special, each family
created a yad made of metal tubing,
colorful wire, bolts and grommets. The results were unique and
beautiful! We know that the student's Torah readings next week
will be even more meaningful as the students chant their portions,
finding their places and chanting the ancient words with their yad in
their hands and their families at their sides.
   

Over the past couple of weeks, all of
the Gesher students worked in groups
to create imaginary precious objects

and then described their creation, what they look like, purpose,
how and where they are stored, if they are used in public and the
ceremony for taking them out and returning them to their places. 
In addition, the students added quotations from people who had
used or interacted with the objects. After sharing their precious
object information with the class, the students then identified the
Torah as the precious object belonging to the Jewish people. Unlike



the precious
objects that they
had created, they
noted that the
Torah is brought
out in public on a
regular basis and is
to be touched and
even kissed by all
present. Following
this activity, they
studied and
chanted the special
ceremony and prayers that are part of the weekday Torah service. 
As they re-enacted the ceremony, the students took note of the
various ways in which we show respect and care for the Torah scroll
as a precious, sacred object.
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Follow Schechter on Twitter & Facebook!!!
 To keep up with all the happenings at SSDS, 

Follow us on Twitter HERE and on Facebook HERE
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Do You Shop at Big Y??

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001q3NtdUjBFkJfHefWkbvnysPGQOl_-0MDZg1gqGqvljTaE1VP5S0AG3HbWzh1mtIf2lR-ge-vqGbcDuZqV5BXdBOlOewwpvTU4_Rq6FXiHOROq8nZn-aI-gUc0O3EfkFaN-aeZCocPh_8njSyg7yamxQMYLDsYbThNJap9rJlCyDT2D7WZ8iJtQuPbVj8HayF438RNFhPL8w=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001q3NtdUjBFkJfHefWkbvnysPGQOl_-0MDZg1gqGqvljTaE1VP5S0AG3CdWOyLmE6SbbbzDC5kD_nZH3tcUJ_2QkRwDk-cMHj9_FyLXct3g99UCptiEZaHo8QwHVSQKWHZqMMVlVCr3qixfe0ufAwH78RCNVLPOgN264tUp24LFLQ7GnQZ3it0yh90FB1kb5GYcDzMIf4l4d1hZhzoNyxCv6a4YSlcikI0sZLp_4f0YxaYBmMuvHqK8Yi1AuUn87gl7W8thPnk9jo=&c=&ch=


Big Y Education Express is a Family Program to help
local schools get FREE, much needed supplies &

equipment! 
Everyone can participate! Do you have children,

grandchildren, nieces, nephews or even neighbors? 
You can support Solomon Schechter by signing up for

Education Express. Click HERE to see more information
about how to sign up and the benefits you can earn for

Schechter.
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Have you shopped at the Crown Lately?

 

Stop By the Crown Market TODAY!

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001q3NtdUjBFkJfHefWkbvnysPGQOl_-0MDZg1gqGqvljTaE1VP5S0AG_OG1K6KecZlQgEodIgC8STtWj7SnU6b9-c07VuoMwbK2eu3jy1tqUjYCS8UHBG54tnQys3P8z3t79kfsY2FjdDUIbZZHFHQ9Gf3FzmCZV4bi7wXfyRx-l000v17YnFF5NGeBXgcvL5KsLj8Luzalpg=&c=&ch=
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Come Join the Celebration!
Greater Hartford's Jewish community will come together for a free
celebration of Israel's 70th birthday on Sunday, June 3 from 3:00 to

6:00 p.m. at the Mandell JCC, 335 Bloomfield Avenue, West
Hartford. All are welcome to attend.

The festival will include a wide variety of artistic, cultural,
educational and recreational activities. The Klezshpiel klezmer

band, choirs from local synagogues, and emerging Israeli R&B star
Noam Wolf will perform along with Israeli folk dancers Or Chadash
and dance troupes from the Mandell JCC and Solomon Schechter
Day School. Adults will enjoy Israeli films and engaging speakers,

while children enjoy Israel-inspired arts and crafts, games, face
painting, bounce houses and a parade. A shuk (market) will sell

Israeli snacks and crafts, and food and beverages will be available
for purchase from Yosi Kosher Catering, The Crown Market and The

Emanuel Synagogue Brotherhood. 

Parking will be available at the Mandell JCC. Overflow parking with
a shuttle bus service will be available at the University of Hartford,

Lot A, 200 Bloomfield Avenue, West Hartford.

Presented by Jewish Federation of Greater Hartford and the
Mandell Jewish Community Center, the June 3 celebration is part of

a yearlong commemoration of Israel's 70th anniversary made
possible by generous support from the Jewish Community

Foundation and Federation. Local businesses, individuals and
families have also provided financial support, including Jerusalem

Sponsor Data-Mail and Tel Aviv Sponsors Nefco and Solinsky
Eyecare.
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Audrey Sobel and Rhiannon Van Bindsbergen, Co-Editors
Solomon Schechter Day School of Greater Hartford


